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Unless you stay informed, danger will find you… 







Zip Guns are among the most commonly improvised firearms. Finding pieces of metal pipe 
and tubing like these on a suspect may indicate the makings of a zip gun, among the most 

common improvised firearms. A handgun round is inserted snugly into a small diameter 
tube. That "loaded" tube is then inserted into a larger pipe, which has an end cap with a 
piece of pointed metal inside it. When a suspect slams the end cap back against a hard 

surface, the pointed metal  strikes the primer of the round like a firing pin and discharges 
the weapon. The zip gun can be disassembled and the parts discarded with little chance they 

will be put back together and identified as a weapon. 

     This is an example 
of a zip gun that has 
been modified to be 
concealed inside a 
large pocket knife. 

       This "Zip-Gun"  was  taken 
off of a Arizona Suspect in 
September 2004. The zip 
gun was made from a 
portable flare gun and fired 
a .38 Caliber Bullet. It is 
operated by a pull and 
release of the trigger 
mechanism. 



Available for sale over the 
counter at Arizona Gun shops 

     In May 2002, Officers in Houlton, Maine recovered a tire pressure gauge that had 
been converted to a .22 caliber zip gun. 



The Ares Defense Systems of Blacksburg, 
Pennsylvania Company also manufactures a 
Mini-Maglite Gun that fires a single .380 or 

.22 Caliber round. It is made out of the 
standard 2 “AA” Cell Maglite flashlight body 
and is about 4” long. It operates just like 

the Maglite Shotgun Flashlight. This weapon 
is manufactured in several colors and has a 

optional end cap that will help make the 
weapon look like a normal flashlight. The 

weapon retails for about $450. 





Officers from King County Sheriff's 
Department in Seattle responded 
to a domestic violence call where 

they discovered a homemade  
firearm made from a screwdriver.  

The 'screwdriver' contained a small 
caliber shotgun round (.38 cal) that 
is fired by striking the shaft against 
a wall or object. A round fires out 

the end of the handle.  

 



        The “Pirate’s Plague” flare gun 
conversion kit uses metal adapters 
to alter standard plastic 12 gauge 

and 25 mm flare guns, giving them 
the capability of firing an assortment 

of .38 caliber pistol bullets and 
shotgun rounds. It is marketed as a 

weapon conversion available for 
small vessel sailors. The company’s 
website (captainforhire.com) claims, 

“The adapter is not a firearm, it is 
legal to possess all over the world.”  
When the adapter is inserted into 

the flare gun, it alters that flare gun 
from being a device, not primarily 
designed to be a firearm, into a 

firearm, violating section 
12020(a)(1) PC, (zip gun and 
unconventional pistol). The 

company also  markets Capsicum 
Rounds, (O.C.) as well as extremely 
loud blanks that may be fired in any 

12 gauge device.  



  

      The City of Hemet Police Department in California found in a juvenile’s 
waistband an “airsoft gun” that had been converted to fire a .32 caliber 

bullet. The juvenile explained how he inserted a sheet metal screw to act 
as a firing pin and then purchased a piece of pipe to act as a barrel.  The 
pipe simply slid into the end of the barrel.  The subject was then able to 

fire “one .32 caliber bullet” through it.  He stated that it works for one shot.  



  

     In August 2006, officers from the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police Department in North Carolina, 
impounded several improvised weapons, one of 
weapons was composed of an off the shelf BB 

gun and additional homemade components that 
when combined, converted it into a single shot 

shotgun. To operate, a shotgun shell is inserted in 
the adapter, the adapter is then connected to the 
BB gun. When a BB is fired, it acts as a firing pin, 
popping the shotgun primer cap and causing the 

discharge of the shotgun shell.  



Ares Defense Systems of Blacksburg, Pennsylvania 
manufactures and sells a .410 Shotgun that resembles a three 

“D” Cell Maglite flashlight for around $600. It is a fully 
functional high quality weapon that fires a single .410 caliber 

shotgun round. The flashlight functions by pulling back a 
spring-loaded firing pin, much like a “zip gun” or portable flare 
gun. Once the safety pin is pulled, the operator pushed down 
on the firing lever, discharging the weapon through the end 
cap of the flashlight. The weapon’s flashlight works, but is of 

a lesser light intensity. The weapon is considered an NFA 
(National Firearms Act) weapon.  Subjects in possession of 
such a device are required by federal law to have proper 

documentation of ownership.  

Safety Pin 



This mobile phone has been altered to fire four .22 caliber rounds with a touch of 
the otherwise standard keypad. The phone does not function as normal cell phones 

and has been completely gutted and replaced with a rudimentary spring-wound 
percussion mechanism. From the outside this “phone” is indistinguishable from 

normal cell phone except it is much heavier. The gun is loaded by twisting the phone 
in half. A .22 caliber round fits into the top of the phone under the screen. The lower 
half, under the keypad, holds the firing pins. The bullets fire through the antenna by 
pressing the keypad from numbers five to eight, or depressing the “connect” button.  

 



The Palm Pistol is an ergonomically 
designed single shot .38 caliber pistol that 
may be fired using either hand. It uses the 
thumb instead of the index finger for firing 
and is basically a close range point and 
shoot weapon available over the internet 
at palmpistol.com 

 Closed Stock 
Position 

  Open Stock 
Position 



This is one of the smallest firearms 
you can buy. It is a 5 shot .22 caliber 

pistol manufactured by North 
American Arms. It has a grip that folds 
over the barrel and cylinder. This one 

was concealed inside an eye glass 
case when discovered, but…fits easily 
in pockets, hats, etc. When clipped to 
your pants pocket it almost looks like 

a pager.  

     Same weapon 
concealed in a 
belt buckle 



This same firearm, the North American Arms 
5 shot .22 caliber pistol was found tied to a 
rope, and worn like a necklace underneath 
the shirt of a suspect arrested in Stillwell, 

Oklahoma. You can see how easy it would be 
to miss this weapon in a quick cursory search. 

The weapon shown here is being 
demonstrated by a Stillwater Police Officer. 



     The Swiss Mini Gun is the smallest commercially handgun in the world.  It’s 
extremely small -- just over two inches long. It comes with tiny bullets (2.34 mm 
Caliber) designed especially for the weapon that can penetrate skin. Even in its 
holster, this gun is so small that may pass for a keychain ornament. As its name 

indicates, the Swiss Mini Gun is manufactured in Switzerland.  The gun is a 
miniature, detailed copy of the Colt Python revolver. It sells for approximately 

$5000 to gun collectors. 

     Extended Trigger 



The Puzzle Gun a one-of-a-kind single-
shot 45-caliber muzzle-loading pistol 
made by a bored machinist. It is made 
up of 125 separate metal parts. When 
disassembled, it looks like a “rubix 
cube” puzzle. 

 Pieces disassembled 

  Assembled Gun 



These are .22 caliber non-lethal Tear 
Gas Guns. They are sold through 
“Police” and “Sportsman” Magazines. 
The ad explains that no federal license 
or gun permit is needed to carry one 
and that they sell for $30 each. 

      A new twist on the idea of concealable 
weapons, the credit card-sized 
shotgun, is shown at Koscielski's 
Guns and Ammo, in Minneapolis, MI. 
It's a two-shot weapon machined from 
a block of metal the height and width 
of a standard credit card, and about a 
half-inch thick. Each barrel fires seven 
standard steel BBs. It retails for $100.  



This Single Shot 
.410 gauge Shotgun 
is available over the 
internet for $1200. 

     In October 2006, Police in Tampa, Florida discovered this bicycle 
pump on a parolee. The bicycle pump had be modified to fire a single 

.45 caliber bullet when depressed.  



In July 2010, Officer’s for the Parlier Police Department near Fresno, California 

recovered two shotguns that were pieced together as a pair of crutches. One 

shotgun was pieced together as a bolt action 12 gauge shotgun with the trigger 

being a car antenna. The second shotgun was pieced together as a single shot, 

12 gauge shotgun. Both shotguns were completely operable. The suspect was 

subsequently arrested on Felony charges and later admitted to making the guns 

himself, using different pieces to make the shotguns operable and undetectable 

as firearms.    



This is “The Club” steering 
wheel-locking device sold 
around the world, easily 

modified to fire shotgun shells.  
 

The handle end of the the Club 
has been hollowed out to act as 

a barrel. 
 

 When the locking end is pulled 
back, the interior metal cap 

(altered to act as a firing pin) is 
pulled away from the round. 

 
It is fired by “slamming” the 

ends back together 
 



This gun fires 9mm 
rounds. It is a single shot 
weapon, double action 
weapon made by the 
“Downsizer Corp.” It 
measures 3 ¼” long, 2 
¼” tall, and is .90” thick. 



“Cigarettes can be dangerous for your Health” 

Shoots a .22 caliber round and is very quiet. 
Has a pull type pen gun (that is the small 
piece off of the box, about the size of a 
lighter). The square box is the silencer. Fits 
neatly in a cigarette case. This unit is 
constructed well. Manufacturer is called 
“DAW”, designed by the great gun fairy for 
some government agency somewhere. 
There are two units available, extremely 
rare item.” 

This firearm is usually a single-shot weapon of 
varying calibers. Although much heavier than a 
normal cigarette packet, this weapon is visually 
difficult to distinguish from the genuine article. Real 
cigarettes will often be inserted next to the barrel, 
and the firing button is concealed beneath the 
packet's label. In addition, the packet could be kept 
closed, concealing the barrel but not hindering the 
operation of the weapon. Any brand of cigarette or 
cigar packaging could be used in such a device. 



     This is a single shot .22 caliber long rifle “pistol” disguised 

as a hunting knife. It is manufactured by a company called 

“Powell & Brown” out of Tucson, Arizona. A cocking 

mechanism is located at the top of the handle. There is no 

safety. A slide release collapses the knife at a 30 degree 

angle to load or unload the weapon. The trigger is located 

just forward of the grip. 

Cocking Mechanism 

Swivel Release 

Trigger 

c/o Crook County Sheriff, Prineville, OR 



The Enigma Briefcase’s design 
features a fully functioning six 

shot .22 LR revolver incorporated 
in the handle of a professional 

briefcase. The case functions as 
a regular briefcase, with the 

additional capability of firing six 
.22 LR shots. This double action 
revolver allows you to fire as fast 

as you can pull the trigger. 
Because the firearm is carried 

like a regular briefcase, you are 
always holding the firearm at the 
proper height. The briefcase is 

being marketed over the 
internet. 

Trigger 

Muzzle 



     This is a six shot .22 caliber “pistol”. 
The cylinder and firing mechanisms are 
concealed inside the handle. The handle 

breaks down and  “ejects” the bullet 
casing.  The grip conceals the trigger. 
The blade is removable and the handle 
may be carried alone as a firearm. Fairly 

accurate for firing due to it’s overall 
length. 

End of “barrel” 

Trigger 

X-ray Image 



In April of 2004, German Police busted a individual who was 
manufacturing illegally modified single fire pistol pens. The gun is 

designed to fire a single .22 Long Rifle Cartridge. They come in various 
colors and styles. It is spring activated. About 1200 of the guns remain 

unaccounted for. 



This weapon has been recovered at several 
customs check points in Europe (France & 

Croatia). The device was originally 

marketed to fire tear gas, however the 

bores have been modified to fire a handgun 

round. The two large buttons located side 

by side are designed to fire the spring 
loaded weapon. Each button will fire one 
.32 Auto round. The black button on the 
opposite end allows for the weapon to be 

opened and reloaded.  

Triggers 

X-Ray Image 



At first glace, this appears to be a big, prehistoric beeper 
from the 80’s. Large, bulky, and weighs about a pound, but 
look inside…Law enforcement should be aware of a pager 
that doubles as a gun holster. The pager holster is a non-
functioning device with a fictional company logo, called 
"SATLINK PAGING, INC." 



     Made in the USA. The Pager Pal Holster is designed to be worn inside the 

pants using the fake pager as a clip to support the holster. The holster can be 

used to hold small firearms or edged weapons. Cost $60. 



“Where You'll Find The Safety 

 You Need in Styles You'll Love” 
$49 Online  



     The most realistic replica seen to date.  Not only looks 

like the Beretta 92f, but also operates much like it (with 

the exception of the safety lever).   

Can you tell the difference ? 

Would you have the time to try? 



     Numerous paint ball guns are commercially available that resemble real and very 
lethal automatic weapons. All of the weapons shown here are paint gun replicas. 

http://www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Field/4608/m14.html
http://www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Field/4608/automagm4marker.html
http://www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Field/4608/f4m4marker.html
http://www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Field/4608/m-4marker.html
http://www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Field/4608/a5.html
http://www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Field/4608/m1carbine.html
http://www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Field/4608/thompson.html
http://www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Field/4608/mp5.html


     These guns have been either painted, coated with a 
colored ceramic coating or wrapped in color tape to 
lull you into thinking they are toy guns in order to slow 
down your reaction time.  

 

     One type of coating system is called the “Cerakote 
Firearms Coating System.” This system  is marketed 
as a finish that provides corrosion protection, abrasion 
resistance, texture hardness and durability. Several 
companies make colored stocks.  

Beretta 92f (9mm) 

.45 Cal Automatic 



This company in Tampa, Florida and sells 
modified firearms and accessories over the 
internet. Many of their products, in the 
wrong hands can pose a qualified danger 
to law enforcement. Attached are some 
pictures of some of their products for sale. 
You may ask, how can this be legal. See 
the next slide where the company explains 
your rights per the National Firearms act 
of 1934. 

  

BFG-50 (.50 cal Rifle) 

.22 cal LR  (Pen Gun) 

Silenced “Siris” 
.22 cal Pistol 

Silenced “Siris” .22 cal Rifle 

.22 cal Silencer (Screw-on) 

Shorty 12 Gauge Shotgun 

Various Company Products 



Ultra Tech International is a online company that is selling the belt buckle shown 
here with a removable fully operational, 5 shot single action .22 mini revolver 

mounted in the center. Customers may be falsely assuming that because the gun is 
not concealed, it is not illegal to process. The gun and buckle combo sells for $299. 

The company also sells belt buckles with removable knifes. 



The FN 5.7 Gun and the Bullet The FN 5.7 is available for purchase on the civilian market. The 5.7 is the 
same size as any full size service weapon. What makes it unique is the cartridge. The Five-seven shoots a  
5.7x28mm cartridge. The bullet comes in several different types. The bullets are allegedly not available to 
civilians, but we all know how long that last.  
 
The base cartridge for this weapon is the SS190. This bullet will perforate 48 layers of Kevlar from 50 
meters out. This translates into "it will punch through your vest, PLATE included." The bullets will then 
travel into your body and inflict damage. The bullet is traveling at 2,133fps.  
 
 Another unique fact about this weapon is the low recoil and control-ability. The 5.7 only has 60% of the 
recoil impulse of a 9mm. It is comparable to a .22 target pistol. This aides the shooter to accurately 
engage targets very quickly. The average shooter can engage man-size targets all day from 50 to 100 
yards with a great degree of accuracy. This is only made easier with the fact that the standard magazine in 
this pistol holds 20 Rounds.  

  





This Cellular Phone Stun Gun is available for 
purchase by the general public at several 

internet sites. It is designed to look just like a 
cell phone and includes a safety lock. The phone 
is advertised to put out 180,000 volts through 

it’s antenna. The Stun gun will not operate as a 
operable cell phone. This particular cell phone 
stun gun is marketed by a Taiwan company 

called Motedo. Cost $55. 



     There are several internet companies 
that are marketing “Stun” flashlights. Most 
cost under $100 and will put out between 
80,000 and 600,000 volts. Some will also 

include a loud audible alarm (130db). They 
all will operate as a working flashlight.  

 

      The “3 in 1 Rechargeable Stun Gun 
Flashlight” is advertised as being designed 
for police and security guards. They state 
“Just test firing this unit into the air is often 

enough to stop an attacker. As a bright 
electric current pulsates around the top of 

the baton it creates an intimidating electrical 
sound that can often stop a would-be 

attacker in his tracks. If the sight and sound 
of the electric current and the personal 

alarm are not enough to stop him, a jolt of 
600,000 volts certainly will!” 

3 in 1 Rechargeable Stun Gun Flashlight 

Electric Probes 

http://www.tbotech.com/stun-gun-flashlight-rechargeable.htm


      Billed as “the hottest new stun gun in the 
marketplace!” the Blast Knuckles Stun Gun reportedly 
delivers 950,000 volts. Blast Knuckles are advertised 

as being “Perfect for joggers” having a “unique 
patented design, soft rubber coating” and a “contour 

grip” that assures full control. Offered by 
JPTrading.com (Nashua, NH), the Blast Knuckles list 

for about $40 and includes a leather holster. 



      East Coast Gang Investigators Association 1008 

Available over the internet, the Stun-Brella resembles an 
ordinary collapsible umbrella. However, this umbrella will put 

out 80,000 volts once a hidden trigger is pressed. This 
umbrella is recognizable by the probes near the end. 



This Officer Safety item is a lipstick 

container that contains a 350,000 volt stun 

gun. This item includes 2 LED flashlight, 

integrated charger, and safety pin and sells 

for $39 thru the internet.  

     Be advised that tasers have proven ineffective on subjects wearing 
leather jackets or other heavy or multi-layered clothing. 



    The Electric Jacket is marketed 
as the “No-Contact Jacket” and is 
capable of emitting 80,000 volts. 
According to the advertisement, 

“The No-Contact Jacket is a 
wearable defensive jacket 

created to aid women in their 
struggle for protection from 

violence. When activated by the 
wearer, 80,000 volts of low 

amperage electric current pulses 
just below the surface shell of the 

entire jacket. This exo-electric 
armor prevents any person from 

unauthorized contact with the 
wearer's body.  Activation in Sleeve 

Name Brand 





Ultra Tech International is a online company that sells 
hidden belt buckle knifes and guns. They advertise 

their knives allow for easy one hand opening and their 
blades are serrated and made with hardened steel and 
are razor sharp. When fully extended, the knife is 7” 
long, and 4” when closed. The belts come is a wide 
variety of designs, show are just two of their more 

popular designs. The Belt & Knife combo sell for $99. 

Hidden Knife 



       Knife hidden inside belt. Manufactured by 
Bowen Knifes (USA). 

Manufactured by Hibben Knives in La Grange, KY. 



       Knife hidden inside belt. Manufactured by 
CAS Iberia Inc. (USA). 

Manufactured by Valois Knives (USA) 



       Knife hidden inside belt buckle. 
Manufactured by Gerber (USA). 

       Shown here is a leather belt that has 
the hidden inside zippered pocket, 

small enough to hide a handcuff key or 
other contraband. 



The Ninja Whip Belt is 
marketed as a self-defense 
weapon and sells for about 

$100 over the internet.  

 

It can be easily concealed 
in the under-side of a 

common belt. The whip is 
made of rigid steel cable 
25 inches in length and a 
thickness of 1/6-inch and 

has an O-ring as a handle. 

International Latino Gang Investigators Association 0904 



Razor-sharp slicing weapons fashioned from credit cards, or in the shape of credit cards, are 
becoming increasingly popular with biker gangs and white prison gang members back on the 

street. They can also be secreted into a credit card pocket of a wallet.  
 

The credit card on the left was modified by hot-gluing a thin, sharpened steel plate to the 
back of the card. The sharp razor edge can be seen running across the tops of the card.  



There are several types of key knifes sold on the 
market, including at self-defense shows, gun shops, 
hardware stores, gas stations, and novelty stores. 
They are very realistic looking at a glance could be 

easily overlooked during a search. Usually the blades 
are surgical steel, as sharp as a razor.  



     Shown here are some of the numerous 
models that are sold, usually at tobacco 
shops for about $8. Many operate 
“Stiletto style,”  i.e., the blade slides 
upward from the tube vs. folding out. 



In February 2007, Screening Officers at the Anne 
Arundel County Courthouse in Maryland discovered a 
switchblade knife disguised as a car remote. The 1.5” 
blade was spring loaded and engaged by depressing 
the chrome button. The “remote” also function as a 

lighter.  The alarm buttons were not functional. 

      These set of concealed knifes are worn is a 
sheath that goes around the wrist. The sheath is 
then hidden from view by being covered up with 
a long sleeve shirt. These knifes are also 
balanced to be thrown. 



  

This type of clip is popular with 
rope climbers who use this type 
of clip to control rope lines while 
climbing. The knife is designed 
help them cut a rope in case of 

emergency. This device is 
available through normal sporting 
mart stores and specialty shops. 



 In July 2008, Officers in the United Kingdom reported of a new type of knife with an 
exploding tip available over the internet for $380. The knife is called a “wasp” knife which 
can deliver a ball of compressed gas capable of killing its victim at the press of a button.  
 

 A needle in the tip of the blade shoots out the frozen ball of gas which instantly balloons 
to the size of a basketball, freezing organs. 
 

 The manufacturer describes it as perfect for scuba divers, downed pilots, soldiers and 
security guards and boasts that it will "drop many of the world's largest land predators". 
 

 www.waspknife.com 

 



Another product that is available for purchase over 
the Internet and sold by the U.S. Mint is a unique 
collectible 1997 American Eagle Silver Dollar Coin 
knife. The coin weighs approximately one ounce and 
is the same size as a 1997 United States silver dollar. 
The coin has been antiqued to give it an "aged" 
appearance that features a hardened steel 
pocketknife mechanism that opens on either side to 
reveal a knife blade and nail file and sells for $75. 
The U.S. Mint no longer sells this coin. 

     These photos depict various coin knives that could 

easily be disguised amongst other change, as a 

medallion on a necklace, or as a key chain. These 

coins can be purchased over the internet for a few 

hundred dollars. Many of the parts in these coins are 

so tiny, they are put together under a microscope. The 

old French coin depicted here has accessories that 

include scissors, blade, nail file, and shackle.  



     In March 2009, Arizona 

Officers noticed a company in 

Arizona had begun marketing 

a “Dog Tag Knife” that has a 

sharpened razor edged blade 

concealed by a rubber 

protective sheath. The knife 

can be embossed to look like a 

real military dog tag. Cost $25. 

 

    Another version designed to 

operate like a pocket knife $49. 

Sheath  

Removed 



This necklace has a integrated 

curved dagger, with corals and 

black pearls and is made from 

Sterling silver, heavily gold-

plated (24K), the dagger with 

coral handle has an engraved 

and gold-inlaid ornament on 

the blade. It is firmly held in 

place inside a guide. When the 

knife is removed, the upper 

part of the guide with black 

pearls will descend under 

spring pressure, so that a 

visual balance is re-

established, and the necklace 

can also be worn without the 

knife. Manufacture and 

accessibility unknown. 



There are numerous pen knifes on the 
market today. They look like a normal 

looking ballpoint pen, but hide a hidden 
knife.                  

   Various pen knives 
inside a shirt pocket 



Comes in many styles and colors.  A small 
knife blade is where the actual lipstick 
would be, and it “twists up” just like an 

actual lipstick tube. Could easily be made 
at home by anyone. These knives are 

available on-line for $5. 
  



     Designed with a slanted tip to aggravate a wound and accelerate the victim’s 

bleeding. Resembles a pen when  in a pocket and a cap is on it. 



Shown here are just a few 
of the non-metallic knifes 
available over the internet 
and at gun shows. These 
weapons are very difficult 
to screen for with x-ray 

scanners.  

DO NOT SHOW UP ON X-RAY SCANNERS 



Comes in many different styles and colors. The handle pulls away 
from the bristle portion which serves as a sheath. These items are 

made out of a high strength polymer. 

X-ray Image X-ray Image 



     These are all examples of small razors available at most Office Supply Stores. 
Keep in mind the 9-11 hijackers were armed only with simple box cutter razors. 



     These are all examples of scissors that are available at most Office Supply Stores. 
Although they are not improvised, that do come in a wide variety of shapes and sizes 
and can be just as deadly as a box razor. 



      Spikes that are often disguised as normal writing instruments. 



Military/Outdoor Can Opener 







Commonly used by factory, assembly-line, 
craft, farm and feed, supply, and stocking 
workers to cut twine, binding strings, or 

straps on bundles.  The blade can be easily 
sharpened more and the ring then used as a 

“slashing” instrument.  Would be very 
effective at tearing flesh once it    had been 

stabbed. 



Be aware of “Fashion Rings” being sold over the internet that are 
designed to be used as a weapon in “self-defense”. Made of harden 

steel, they sell for under $100. 



An officer in New Haven, Connecticut 
discovered this after a suspected “gangbanger” 
fled on foot and abandoned the bicycle.  The 
seat post had a 10”sharpened steel spike 
welded to it. Of course when it’s on the bike, 
you wouldn’t know it’s there. 

Shown here is a Scooter handlebar 
that has been converted to a stabbing 
weapon. Do you always separate your 
suspects from their vehicles? 



      Two versions of a cane sword. Both are made out of 
metal and looks like an ordinary walking cane. 

Expandable shaft can be removed from the handle 
portion to expose the sword blade. 

  Cane sword viewed 
under x-ray 



     The Umbrella Sword 
is manufactured in 

the United States by 
the Atlanta Cutlery 

Company. It is made 
from metal and 

plastic. It appears like 
a normal folding 

umbrella. When the 
handle is pulled free 
it exposes a 10” steel 

spike. 

          Umbrella sword 
viewed under x-ray 





 Pepper Pager: This pepper sprayer 
has dual canisters that unload twice 
the fire-power of any 1/2oz unit on the 
market. The Pepper PAGER contains 
two 10%, 2 million SCU pepper spray 
canisters and has an effective range of 
8-12 feet and will provide 10-12 one 
second bursts. Cost $12. 

X-ray Image Model LP1000 

Lip Stick Pepper Spray:   
Inside this lipstick case is a 
pepper sprayer which shoots 
about 10 sprays up to 10 feet.  
The cap quickly detaches for 
rapid access to the sprayer. 
Containing 10% OC pepper gas 
and UV dye. Cost $15. 



Various manufacturers make a variety of 

fountain pens containing approximately 

1/2 oz of pepper spray, usually good for 

about ten ½ second bursts. Range is 

normally between 6 to 8 feet.  

 

X-ray Image Mace Security 

Trigger 

X-ray Image 

X-ray Image 



Manufactured by “Stunning Innovations,” a pepper 
spray/self-defense advocate.  Sells for $59.95 on 

their website, complete with replacement cartridges 
and a training video. This particular model is sterling 
silver with a real onyx stone. The OC spray of this 
product is rated at 2,000,000 SHU (simulated heat 

units), by comparison, Jalapeno pepper is only rated 
at 5,000 units. This model is triggered by a switch 

mounted on the side of the ring. This area also 
contains a safety slide. The ring is capable of a two 

or three second blast. 

OC Cartridge 



UDAR is a Russian 



UDAR is a Russian 



UDAR is a Russian made non-lethal self-defense 
weapon that is designed to deliver fluid CS and 

OC substances into the face or eyes of an 
assailant. The device carries 5 cartridges with 
irritating fluids. Training cartridges filled with 

water are available. UDAR is more effective than 
spray, due to its design. UDAR and its cartridges 
are approved by the Russian Ministry of Health 
and allowed without any licensing to its citizens. 
Almost any weapon shop in Moscow sells these 

devices.  
 

The UDAR cartridge uses a bullet primer to push 
the piston forward. This design “throws” the 

irritant forward in one big “splash” like motion 
which can startle an assailant. It is small and 

completely made of plastic, so it can get through 
airport screening, and the cartridges are the size 
& shape of AA batteries - which is how crooks 

have painted them to get through security. This 
weapon is available for sale over the Internet. 

 



The flashlight is fully functional. It is made of plastic 
and operates with two “D” cell batteries. A canister of 

pepper spray (which is slightly longer than the 
batteries) sits alongside the batteries. The back switch 
is the on/off switch for the flashlight. The top switch 
controls the pepper spray and has a functional safety 
switch. The pepper spray comes through a small tube 
in the front. The pepper spray will operate regardless 

of whether the flashlight is on or off. 

Spray Tube 

Safety 

Trigger Flash Light On/Off Switch 



    A Korean company is marketing a 
non-functional cell phone disguised as a 

pepper spray dispenser. The user 
removes the antenna, opens the flip-top, 

points the device, and presses the 
button inside to spray the target. This 

device is on the market for $243. 

Removal Antenna exposes spray tube 

Trigger 





A regular safety pin, box staple, or 
paper folder fastener can be 

modified to open handcuffs. With 
practice, the criminal can be faster 

than you will be able to react. 



 This plastic handcuff key is the size of a quarter 
 

 Originally designed for restricted use by officers who may be taken 
    hostage and cuffed, but since then, the design has fallen into the hands  
    of the “bad guy”  

 
 It is suspended inside a 1” “ring” that could easily be hidden between a 
    watch and the wrist, in a hat sweatband, in a wallet, between the belt and 
    trousers, secreted inside shoes, basically anywhere you can hide a quarter! 



Another method of concealing handcuff keys is shown 
here. In this instance, small handcuff keys are attached to 

coins by rivets. The key can be rotated and used as 
necessary. This type of hidden key is commercially available 

through various “Magic” supply stores. 



This “Handcuff Ring Key” was discovered during a vehicle traffic stop in Southern California. 
The suspect was arrested for DUI and was later discovered to have two homicide warrants. 
The key can easily be hidden if the ring is rolled around the finger so that the key is to the 

inside of the hand. The ring had the appearance of a gold wedding band. This ring looked as if 
it was homemade. It is unknown if the ring is commercially available. 

“Trick” handcuff ring keys are commercially available through various “Magic” supply stores. 

http://www.serbu.com/bfg50.htm


The ASP Company, which is known for manufacturing the ASP Baton and 
other law enforcement products, is now manufacturing a folding knife that 

appears to be an ordinary Key. The “key” also contains a handcuff key. 
Although this item can be a useful tool to law enforcement, it can also be 
concealed by a subject that wishes to escape from confinement and/or 

cause injury to the law enforcement officer. 



 
 

It appears to be a normal belt buckle that fits any standard 1 1/2" belt, 
but the pin in the belt is actually a standard handcuff key. This item has 
been seen for sale on e-Bay. Unique devices such as this belt buckle are 
easily accessible to anyone. It is important to always keep your guard up 

and to pay attention to those 'seemingly' harmless items.  

This belt buckle could 
pose a serious threat to 

officers. The buckle 
serves as concealment for 

a handcuff key.  



Officers in Washington, Missouri arrested a career felon for carrying a 
concealed weapon. When he was searched in the booking area a hidden 

handcuff key was found attached to his trousers. The key was attached to 
a long cloth attachment specifically to avoid detection during a pat down 

search. 

BATFE 0105 





                        

This is a shoe 
manufactured by Adidas. It 

has a arch adjustment 
located at the back of the 

shoe, that was used to 
hide a handcuff key. 



These sneakers come 

with a hidden 

compartment built into the 

side of the sole of the 

shoe. The manufacturer 

claims the compartment is 

ideal for storing your 

valuables such as credit 

cards and money. 



Normal water bottles are being 

converted to hide contraband. The 

bottle breaks down into three 

separate pieces, with the top and 

bottom ones containing some water, 

while the center section (behind the 

label) could conceal a weapon or 

contraband. Plastic cola bottles have 

also been converted with this design. 

      Any type of normal 
household container can be 

converted to hide 
contraband. Shown  here is 

a oil can that contains a 
hidden compartment. The 

compartment is accessed by 
unscrewing the bottom lid. 



 Two separate air bubbles in the bottle 

 Middle of bottle had a solid feel 

 Label was worn and had a expired expiration date 

     In June 2009, A Florida State Trooper found a legitimate looking Dr. Pepper Bottle 
disguised as a diversion safe during a routine traffic stop. The bottle contained a 
1/2 lb. of Marijuana. His clues were as follows: 



Dog Food Can                Book Safe                     Toilet Paper Safe 

    Sprinkler Safe           Thermometer Key Safe                     Clock Safe 



Left Overs Safe                 Candle Safe                        CD Stack Safe 

      Flower Pot Safe                Electrical Outlet Safe             VHS Tape Safe 



The DEA in Lexington, KY conducted a search 
warrant at a local storage unit. During the 
search, numerous hollow bolts were 
discovered at the location. It is believed that 
the bolts were hollowed out for contraband 
concealment purposes. 

Concealed Compartment - Bolts 

Marker – Pot Pipe 

      Not only are crooks trying harder to 

conceal their weapons, a lot of 

effort is also being made to conceal 

their drug paraphernalia. Shown 

here is a Black Marker that has 

been converted into a marijuana 

pipe. The marker actually works. 

These type of products are 

marketed over the internet. 



Be advised that prescription medications such as Vicodin are being hidden in cigarettes 
behind the filter. 

Conceal Prescription Medications in Cigarettes 



Heroin hidden inside a Wig (ICE 0705) 

Be advised the Hair can easily be used to conceal Weapons & Contraband 

Cell Phone hidden in removed hairline (BOP 1110) 



Some criminals are modifing paper money to hide 
narcotics, covert messages, and other contraband. To 

create the compartment, one would cut the green printed 
area of another dollar bill and perfectly matched it to a 

regular bill using glue at the seams. 



In December 2006, the Texas Highway Patrol 
seized 3 kilos of cocaine that was concealed 
in a false compartment that had been formed 

within the vehicle’s battery. The driver said 
that after he put the bundles of cocaine into 

the battery and poured liquid fiberglass 
around the bundles. After the fiberglass had 
dried, he then poured a layer of liquid plastic 
on top. Once the plastic had dried, he stated 
that he finally added battery coils and acid so 

that the battery would still function. 



  This “Air Vent Safe’ is 
commercially available over the 

internet for $150. It installs in any 
wall with studs 16” or greater. A 
mechanically latch with a hidden 

release is activated with a 
special key revealing the secret 

compartment.  



In February 2009, Hillsborough County Deputies in Florida 
discovered a 12 Gauge Shotgun hidden within a altered super 
soaker squirt gun during a property search. The firearm was 
fully functional even though it was concealed within the shell 

of the squirt gun. 



In March 2009, Airport Security 
Officers in Berlin discovered a 

handgun enclosed inside the shell 
of a electric drill. The gun was not 

able to function while encased 
inside the drill. 



Here are several examples of how a 
regular book was modified to conceal a 
weapon. In the case of the dictionary, 
it was found positioned face up and 
directly behind the driver’s seat of a 
vehicle so that it could be accessed 

quickly, but would not be suspicious to 
anyone making a cursory visual check 

of the car’s contents. 



   Advertisement 

 The Hide-A-Gun is the ideal way to 
keep your handgun within reach yet 

totally concealed.  This is not a 
cheap piece of bent metal.  This is a 
specially designed mounting device 

intended for use beneath tables, 
desks, cash registers, or cabinets, -
- any place a pistol can be hidden.  

The pistol barrel fits loosely over the 
brass barrel adapter, and the brass 
sight engagement pin is adjusted 
against the sight blade to hold the 

gun in the desired position for left or 
right hand retrieval.  The gun is 

easily withdrawn by pulling 
rearward.  A unique “O” ring 

designed retains the barrel adapter.  
Barrel adapter for: 9mm, 357, 38, 
44, and 45 are included with each 

HIDE-A-GUN.  



Crooks are constantly looking for new ways to 
conceal their firearms and contraband inside their 

vehicles. Numerous hidden compartments are being 
built into the structure of the vehicle,  particularly in 

the dash, glove box, headrest, or under the floor 
mats of the vehicle. They are mechanically or 

electronically activated.  Many hidden compartments 
are accessed by “typing-in” a special code into the 

electronic lock or window buttons. Some are 
activated by inserting a cigarette lighter in or out of 
its socket. Others, such as shown in this example, 
are activated by placing a magnet in a certain area 

and tilting the steering wheel adjuster. 

This headrest back flips open like a 
glove box. 

Hidden Drawer under dash. 

Dome Light Conceals handgun 





Directions on how to make your own homemade road spikes are available 
over the internet. The homemade road spike pictured on the right is made 

out of rebar. The spike is approximately ten inches in diameter. It was 
thrown out of a vehicle that was attempting to smuggle drugs into the 
country. Homemade road spikes have been used in several incidents 

against pursuing Customs and Border Patrol Vehicles resulting in minor 
damage to the vehicles.  



This device was one of several 
devices found “guarding” a 

marijuana patch. They were loaded 
with 12 gauge shotgun shells (#8 
shot). The devices are designed to 
be activated by a hidden tripwire. 
The tripwire pulls the safety catch 

away from the spring loaded trigger. 
The trigger then slams down on the 

nail which hits the shotgun shell 
primer.  

Spring latch acts  
as a “hammer” 

Trip wire 

 fastens here 

¾” pipe acts as a barrel 

Standard nail for firing pin 

Shotgun shell is loaded A test worked flawlessly 



  BOLO: Two heavy duty slugs molded onto each end of a 5” piece of steel wire.     
Expands 240% to completely rip through the objective.  

  FLECHETTE ROUND:  Like shooting nails from a shotgun.  Dozens of sharp tiny 
steel darts (flechettes) blast from the shotgun causing an unbelievable trauma 
effect.  

  DETONATOR:  A deep hollow-core slug for loading combustible materials.  The 
explosive tip detonates on impact with an incredible shrapnel effect.  

  FLASH BOMBS:  An M-80 type projectile that explodes with a huge ball of sparks. 
Sold as a “wildlife control” device. 

  FIRE SIREN:  An ear piercing screech carries out between 75-100 yards, filling 

the air with a super-loud whistle that can be heard at great distances.  

  POWER BLANKS: A 120+ decibel report 

with a 3-foot muzzle flash.  Sound equal to 

an actual round being fired.  Safe for all 

shotguns & flare pistols.  



  

 
  MINI MISSLE: An armor piercing steel core projectile is built into a high velocity 
lead slug. Defeats most steel objects up to 1/4 inch.   

 
  DOUBLE TROUBLE:  Two bullets in one shot. Two 3/4 oz. slugs blast from one 
shell and strike two inches apart at 25 yards. Double the normal stopping power.  
  
  SHREDDER:  Dozens of razor sharp steel tacks blast from the shotgun. Lead 
shot adds to the effect, "shredding" the objective.  
 
  CHAIN REACTION:  A small steel chain tumbles & expands to nearly 6”.  
Powerful direct shock expansion allows for a unique impact effect.  

 
  TERMINATOR:  Terminates the objective with a hollow core slug sealed with 
dozens of tiny lead pellets. The slug mushrooms to nearly 1 ½” inches on impact 
forcing the pellets to spread.  

 
  COMET:  A super large slug with a bright red trace that looks like a LASER beam 
coming from the barrel of the shotgun. Traces more than 100 yards down range.  

Improvised Shotgun 
Shells are available 
at gun shows and 
on the Internet 

(Continued) 



These 12 Gauge Rounds can be purchased over-the-counter or thru the internet. The 

ammunition was test fired at the Atlanta Police Firing Range. Three shells were fired 

at standard issue Atlanta Police Threat Level III-A Xtreme Armor from a distance of 7 

yards. Several projectiles completely penetrated the vest and the trauma plate. 



Fifty foot flame, lasting about three seconds. Fueled by 
magnesium and phosphorous, burns at over 4,000 degrees 

and propels incendiary metal particles between over 100 feet. 
Totally annihilated a test mannequin wearing a ballistic vest at 

10 yards… (with extreme damage to the vest) 



In November 2004, Tucson Police Department tested the Russian made Sapsan 
9mm ammunition (124 Grain – Full Metal Jacket) and found it capable of 

penetrating both panels of a Level IIIA ballistic vest. This ammunition is 
available on the internet for sale. The product is labeled “Pistol Sporting Cartridges 
9mm Luger.” Although it is not completely understood why this particular ammo has 
more penetration power than other 9mm ammo, it is speculated that three factors 
may contribute to the extra penetration power of this round. First, the bullet jacket 
is made of harden steel, not the softer brass jacket most munitions use. Secondly, 
the jacket itself is more conical in shape. And finally, the cartridge itself is believed 

to contain a “hotter” load than normal. 



This homemade flame thrower was manufactured by a teenager (NFD) and has made its way 

to numerous bomb making websites on the internet. The manufacturer claims to love PVC 

weaponry and states he manufactured the device in his garage with materials purchased at a 

local Home Depot for under $100. The flame thrower is made of two main parts, a gun/hose 

assembly, and the tank. The tank is made of PVC pipe that has been glued together and 

pressure tested. It is compressed with normal air. The gun is made from regular metal pipe 

with normal valves and a propane torch.  The hose connects to a stop valve, which connects 

to a short pipe nipple that's tapped directly into the tank. For fuel, he is using denatured 

alcohol. The range appears to be in excess of 30’. It is unknown if this individual was ever 

apprehended. As a side note, pyromaniacs have used a wide variety of items to mimic 

flamethrowers, such as “supersoaker” water guns, H2O fire extinguishers, to something as 

common as hair spray and a cigarette lighter. 



The weight of the pocketed corners transforms a 'snapping towel' (which can be painful in and 

of itself) into a serious defensive tool, especially if someone decides to stash rocks or other 

solid items into those pockets. A single strike of the Bandando could stun or partially blind an 

officer, making further assault easier to accomplish. This type of weapon can easily be 

concealed by anyone entering the courts due to its modular nature and inconspicuous 

components.  The stash-pocket in the Bandando is designed for strength and to prevent fray. 

It is concealed by blending it seamlessly with the fabric's pattern, and includes a Velcro 

clasping entrance to keep items stowed. This product can be found on the Internet in solid 

black, olive drab, desert sand or patterned red.  

If you've ever been popped by a towel, you can relate to this Weapons Warning sent in by the 
Fresno County Sheriff's Department. The "Bandando" is an over-sized bandana, which can be 
worn just like any other bandana. However, it is marketed as including two opposing corners 
that feature a 'stash-pocket' in which items like keys or change can be stowed. But to the 
criminal mind, this is a great place to hide small, edged weapons, handcuff keys, drugs, you 
name it.  
 



     Several internet websites sell 
body prosthetics that are 
designed to hide alcohol so that it 
can be smuggled into concerts or 
special events. You can easily 
see the ramifications if they were 
modified to smuggle liquid or 
solid explosives. 

     These cell phone flasks appear to be real cell phones, 
complete with buttons and telescoping antennas. However, 
these hold 118 ml of various fluids that could include liquid 
explosives of flammable liquids. Many are made of stainless 
steel and come with a leather case and belt clip. 

The Beer Belly 

http://www.thebeerbelly.com/PhotoGallery.asp?ProductCode=200-007&PhotoNumber=5


     Be advised professional shoplifters 
are successfully avoiding anti-theft 
sensors by lining a normal shopping 
bags with aluminum foil. 

Be advised small pieces of porcelain such as 

found in spark plugs or bath fixtures are used to 

break into cars and homes. The porcelain is very 

hard and used to shatter windows very easily 

with a surprisingly quiet “popping sound”.  
 



• Be advise “Bump Keys” are becoming 
very popular with criminals. You need to 
understand how to recognize the threat. 

 

• A bump key is a key which has been cut 
down to the deepest cut at each pin 
position. Any key that will fit into the lock 
can be filed down to create a bump key. 

 

• The technique is startlingly simple. All 
you need is a special key called a bump 
key and a hitting tool like the handle of a 
screwdriver.  

 

• The bump key is inserted into the lock 
and withdrawn a bit. Turning pressure is 
placed on the bump key with one hand 
and hit into the lock with the back of a 
screwdriver (or similar object) with the 
other. Sometimes a few hits are required 
until the pins are correctly "bumped", the 
pins separate for a split second, the plug 
turns, and the lock opens.      



• Be advise a new type of 
theft is being perpetrated. 
Thieves have developed a 
electronic switch that will 
disable the dollar amount 
calculator on a standard 
gas fuel pump.  
 

• Using a lock pick, the thief 
opens the access panel on 
the fuel pump and connects 
the switch key to the test 
connector on the pumps 
circuit board. 
 

• Activating the switch turns 
off the dollar tabulation, but 
allows the pump to continue 
to pump gasoline. 





      Several internet websites sell a bronze 
“brush” that connects to a coat hangar. The 
brush is inserted into the bore of the 
firearm. The design “allows you to conceal 
the firearm by covering it with a garment. 

      This tiny device plugs into a port below the dashboard and 
records up to 300 hours of trip details, including each time 
the driver accelerates or slams the brake too quickly. It was 
designed for parents to monitor there teenager’s driving 
habits. 

The pictured piece of jewelry looks like a 

sculpted stacked ring, but it is fact three linked 

rings that can be unfolded. Once unfolded, the 

rings can be placed over three fingers, similar to 

brass knuckles. The ring is made of sterling silver 

with stainless steel rivets. It is readily available 

over the Internet for approximately $75.  
 

 



      Expandable Baton 





Several law enforcement agencies have reported bullet detonations set off by  batteries. More 
specifically, Officers who combined loose, unpackaged, unfired ammunition in the same 

storage compartment (e.g. carry bag, pocket, gun case, etc.) with batteries from a flashlight 
or handy-talkie. When the cartridges were positioned so as to contact both battery terminals, 

one or more cartridges detonated. The resulting detonation caused the cartridge case to 
rupture, sending metal fragments and case components (case, primer, bullet, and powder 

particles) in all directions that were potentially capable of causing injury and damage. 
Ammunition is carefully packaged by the manufacturer to prevent damage, contamination, or 

contact with other items that could cause detonation during transport. Please keep all 
ammunition in the original carton, case, loaded firearm magazine, or ammunition holding 

device and away from hazards such as a battery.  



Several internet sites are offering wrist watch lighters. 
The watches use refillable butane and are completely 
functional. By pressing a button, a flame comes out of 

a nozzle located on the above the watch face. The 
“Underwear Bomber” attempted unsuccessfully to 

ignite his IED by mixing chemicals together to create a 
flame. You can only imagine what may of happened 

had he used a lighter like this instead. 

Belt Buckle Lighter 

Underwear Bomber  

Umar Abdulmutallab 



    Hidden Cameras have the potential to be a serious 

counterintelligence threat against law enforcement.  
They come in all types of disguises such as 
eyeglasses, belt buckles, and purses. These 

particular cameras have a battery life of about 50 
minutes for video and sound when activated. 



     In August 2009, the Qwonn 
Corporation began sales of a 
covert video camera 
disguised as a Remote 
Control Car Alarm. The 
camera can take, high quality 
video, photos and audio. It 
has a 90 minute operational 
time. Cost $295.  

 

 Video 640x480 

 Camera 3.1 Mega pixel 

 Memory size: 2 Gigs 



DocuPen is a handheld color scanner, no bigger than a pen 
that can fit in your pocket. Used covertly, It can be used to 

secretly scan classified documents for retrieval later on 
without any clue that your document has been 

compromised. The pen can hold about 100 pages in its 
internal memory. Cost: $300  







 

 You can test this feature by simply 

pressing buttons on a IR TV Remote 

Control while looking at the remote thru 

the camera’s viewfinder. 

 In December 2003, two LASD deputies got shot while 

serving a search warrant in the city of Bellflower. 
 

 The suspect had a (IR) Infar Red Camera hidden in a 

birdhouse that viewed the driveway. 
 

 The suspect was able to watch the deputies approach 

and positioning thru a monitor located on top of his 

television. 
 

 The suspect used the monitor to accurately target the 

deputies thru his stucco wall and then escape out a 

rear window. 
 

 The presence of the IR lighting system can be detected 

at some distance by viewing the targeted area with a 

regular camcorder or digital camera.  
 

 



In September 2006, Long Beach (CA) Police conducted a traffic stop of a black 
BMW sedan that was driven by several Asian gang members.  During the 

investigation, a video camera located in the rear license plate frame was located 
and traced to the video screen of the in-dash stereo system. The camera captured 
all activity to the rear of the vehicle and displayed it on the screen. To activate the 
monitor, the driver simply pressed the brake pedal once and turned an unmarked 

switch under the dashboard. This equipment poses an officer safety risk due to the 
suspects ability to fix an officers position from inside the vehicle and compromising 

any position of advantage the officer may have.    



     Advertisement: The Plate Flipper is a universal license plate flipping 
bracket that will fit all vehicles or motorcycles. With just a flip of a 
switch you can flip your plate down to a 90 degree angle "Out of 

Sight". Put your own unique message behind it. Then flip the switch 
back and your plate is back to the normal position. Have you ever 

wanted to express yourself and tell people the way you really feel. The 
plate flipper can be used for many uses, Just use your imagination!! 

Plate Flip-per is intended for off road use.  

 

     Although designed as a novelty item the mechanism could be used by 
criminals for other reasons.  



     According to the website ghostplate.com, this device claims to “permit you 
to have complete control when and where your license plate information is 
exposed.  You will be able to have the ability to obscure your license plate 

from probing eyes with a simple flip of a switch.” 
 

The Ghostplate cover consists of a membrane material that when power is 
applied makes the license plate completely opaque which obscures the 

plate and tag information. 

Now you see….                and now you don’t 



Law enforcement officers should be aware of a Dip Stick knife that is being 

sold legally for around $80 at local motorcycle shops. It’s called The Outlaw 

and is used as an engine oil dipstick for various Harley Davidson models. 

Dipstick 

      NOTE: Dipsticks on all Harley Davidson 

models are located on the right side. 



Here is a toolbox that is specifically designed to conceal a weapon on the left free 

hand side of the bike. This accessory can be purchased over the internet.  



A ranger patrolling the Mount Rushmore area of South Dakota spotted this 

motorcycle parked with a Remington 870 Express 12-gauge shotgun mounted across 

the handle bars. The motorcycle was unoccupied at the time. The weapon was 

functional, and painted to match the motorcycle. The shotgun was unloaded and had 

been custom mounted to the handlebars. The weapon was secured with a padlock 

device through the trigger mechanism. If the weapon had been loaded with a round in 

the chamber, the only manipulation required to fire it would be to pull the trigger. Laws 

concerning firearms vary state to state. In most states this would be considered a 

legal way to “transport” a firearm (Unloaded and in plain view). 



In August 2002, a New Jersey Patrol Officer detained a Pagan OMG member for a 

vehicle infraction. During a inspection of his motorcycle it was discovered that the left 

handlebar (clutch) grip had been modified to fire a .410 shotgun round. The 

handlebar had been modified with a spring loaded lever to fire the round. This is why 

you should always approach a motorcyclist on his right side. The right hand grip 

contains a movable throttle which is much more difficult to modify. 



A simple, yet effective way to conceal a firearm is in the motorcycle seat. The rider 

simply removes the stitches surrounding the front of the motorcycle seat. Once the 

leather covering is removed the rider hollows out the front portion of the foam 

padding. A semi-automatic pistol such as a Glock 40 Cal is placed in the hollowed 

out area. The leather seat covering is then pulled back over the foam padding and 

affixed with Velcro. In this example, the recessed area was covered up after use.  



Outlaw Motorcycle Gang members are incorporating a new type of 

improvised weapon they call the “cracker.” They suspend a nylon whip with 

metal attachment from their handlebar. These “crackers” can be quickly be 

accessed by the rider an swung as a weapon like a ball n’ chain.  



Outlaw Motorcycle Gang members are very clever at how they hide their 

weapons. At a motorcycle event in Wisconsin, a OMG member was found 

to possess a small .22 caliber five shot revolver in his riding gloves. Using 

this technique, the gun could be fired while the rider looked like they were 

simply putting their gloves on or off. 

Same gun with 

modified case 



Outlaw Motorcycle Gang members will also readily carry ordinary items that they 

are pre-prepared to use as a weapon.  

            Handlebar Knife                         Knife – Pocket Carry              Knife – Belt Sheath 

 Hammers                         Screwdrivers                                        Rings 



In October 2008, Police in Canada conducted a traffic stop of a 

Hell’s Angel Member. During the stop, they noticed they were 

unable to communicate with there portable radios. The officer’s 

later discovered the biker was using a  “radio jammer” to block 

Radio, GPS, and Cell Phone transmissions. These devices are 

readily available on the internet and have a range of about 30’. 

The device was seized using grounds of obstruct police and 

safety reasons. Please use caution if you encounter such a 

device and bear in mind that by moving away from the device 

and/or vehicle, you will be able to use your radio. 

Cell Phone Jammer 
disguised as a Pack of 
Cigarettes ($46) 



Ventura County Sheriff’s Department, California 0910 

In September 2010, deputies from the 
Ventura County Sheriff’s Department 

observed a Hells Angels Prospect 
riding a motorcycle that had a red 

bandana tied to the rear portion of the 
motorcycle where it could clearly be 

seen. The deputies developed 
probable cause, stopped the rider, 

and ultimately searched the 
motorcycle. The deputies found a 
firearm in one of the motorcycle’s 

saddlebags. Thru further investigation 
it was learned that a tied bandanna 

was a code to indicate that the 
bandanna meant the rider was 
carrying a concealed weapon.  

 

Officers should be aware of this tactic 
when stopping and/or contacting 

members, prospects, and associates 
of Outlaw Motorcycle Gang. 



San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department, California 0910 

Various Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs have begun 
inserting bullet proof panels into their vest colors. This 

development directly affects officer safety and how 
you should target bikers in the future. 

Be advised California Penal Code 12370(a) states it 
is a felony for a person with a violent felony 

conviction to possess body armor. 



     In May 2009, Ada County Officers in Idaho experienced a “Detergent Suicide.” 
It is so named for the ingredients (Muriatic/Sulfuric Acid & Organic Phosphate, 

such as toilet bowl cleaner) that when combined create deadly Hydrogen Sulfide 
Gas. In this case, officers observed a vehicle in a remote area that had 

“Hazardous Materials” signs posted on the outside of the vehicle. The lone 
occupant of the vehicle, was found dead and slumped over in the driver’s seat.  

 Emergency Responders 
should not try to extract the 
victim without proper safety 
gear.  

 

 The gas is very toxic, 
flammable and smells like 
rotten eggs.  

 

 A normal gas mask will not 
protect you. 

 

 A compressed air breathing 
apparatus (Fire Dept) is the 
best choice of protection.  

 



Basically, a “Jamaican” holster is a home-made attachment to support a pistol 
concealed in the waistband. The device is usually made with a wire coat hanger that 
is looped like a hook at each end. One end is inserted in the barrel of the gun and 

the other end is looped around your belt or the top of your pants. 



In December 2006, Canadian 
Customs intercepted a 

package contained two large 
black jackets. The front and 

back of each jacket was lined 
with body armour throughout. 

        There are several types of disguised 
ballistic wear being made and sold 

publicly over the Internet. Shown here 
are two very innocent looking models 
that have level IIIa body armor built 

into the linings. This level of protection 
is enough to stop a .44 Magnum 

Round. Several of these companies 
will let you provide the clothing item 

so they can custom fit the armor. 
These items cost approximately 

$2000 each. 



       Fake ballistic vests have become a 
dangerous fashion trend. These realistic-
looking, non-ballistic vests are available 

commercially and have recently surfaced as a 
clothing statement within the hip-hop culture. 

The possibility of running into juveniles 
dressed in fake body armor desiring to emulate 

their favorite hip-hop star could be a real 
problem for several reasons.  

 
 A officer could reasonably believe that they have 

stumbled into a crime in progress involving suspects that 
are prepared and ready for a gun fight. 

 

 A delay in using lethal force could occur because of 
additional planning for effective shot placement (to avoid 
the vest). This may give a real armed suspect an 
advantage at the most critical moment in the encounter.  

 

 A delay in action may be caused by trying to decipher the 
wearer’s intentions for wearing the body armor (fashion 
vs. ballistic protection used while committing a crime). 

  



These weighted running vests are becoming 

popular among joggers and it’s likely that we will 

see an increase of individuals utilizing them. 

Personnel should use extreme caution when 

confronting any individual wearing a vest of this 

nature as it’s difficult to differentiate between a 

running vest and a homicide bombers vest. 

DLG17OCT05 



Made by Hawaiian Island Creations and 
sold around the world.  Usually has the 
pictured logo.  Inside the hat, the front 
of the sweatband detaches with velcro 

and the entire inside of the hat is a 
compartment.  The discovering officer 

tested the hat and effectively concealed 
a .25 Beretta semi-automatic. 

     These Blue Jeans 

manufactured by “Brooklyn 

Xpress” have a hidden 

pocket behind the designer 

label that would be an ideal 

place for a hidden handcuff 

key. 



  Fresno Police Department 0108 

This product is sold on the internet from a site called 
“Fastholster.com”. The Cup Holster retains the revolver with 

rare earth magnets contained within the plastic cup. 



In July 2008, the website 

mainstreetsafetystore.com began 

marketing a sock that contains a hidden 

zippered pocket. The product is called 

“Zip It Sox”. Cost $19. 

     These plastic razor blades come from 
China. They are the same size of regular 
steel blades and are almost as sharp. 
Because they are made out of plastic, 
they do not show up on x-ray. 



  The Pistol Pete Jacket was found advertised in local Florida motorcycle/biker 
magazine. The seller specifically states the jacket can hold an Uzzi w/ extra clips as 

well as any size handgun. It also has a sewn in lanyard to hide a key (possible a 
handcuff key). There is a hidden money belt and other hidden pockets for weapons. 
Law Enforcement should use extra caution when dealing with persons wearing this 

type of jacket, which could be popular with outlaw motorcycles club members or 
other persons wishing to conceal weapons. 

 



Chemically Activated Pocket Warmers that resemble a firearm are being marketed over the 
internet  a company called Fred & Friends ®. The warmer is reusable and sells for about 

$12 dollars. 

Officer Chad Moritt, Patrol Borough Manhattan South Task Force, NYPD 0408 



    The “Terror T-Shirt” is a t-shirt available over 
the internet imprinted with a suicide bomb 
around the waist. 

       In August 2006, New York City Police Officers 
arrested a assault suspect wearing a pair of 
bicycle gloves. Upon closer inspection they 
noticed the knuckle area of the gloves had sharp 
pointed tips. (as depicted in circled areas of 
above photos).  The pointed objects protruding 
from the gloves were in fact thumb tacks on each 
of the knuckles. 



 This ad was found on the 
internet. These fake Law 
Enforcement Agency Raid 

Jackets are for sale to anyone 
from a company in Japan. The 

price, about $60.00 each. 



Badge-Police.com is one 
of many overseas 
websites that offer 

authentic looking law 
enforcement bages 



      In February 2009, this Puerto Rican National was detained 

in Jacksonville, Florida with altered fingerprints. He stated 

he had paid a doctor $1000 dollars  to surgically alter his 

fingerprints with a laser.  



In January 2006, Customs Officers at McCarran International Airport in Las Vegas 
intercepted a Japan Airline passenger with two prosthetic finger tips. They had 

flesh tone and a very real feel to them. They also had embedded finger prints on 
them. The “fake” prints were actually duplicates taken from his other hand. The 

prosthetic finger tips were manufactured by a Japanese company called Aiwa. The 
bandages help cover the stitching that connects the prosthetic finger tips to his real 
fingers. This technology provides an additional concern for security and immigration 

personnel for obvious reasons.   

Real 

Fake 



In October 2010, a young Chinese man who wanted asylum in Canada disguised himself as an 
elderly white man, using an hyper –realistic special effects mask, and slipped past airport 
security in Hong Kong, He was taken into custody in Vancouver.  

 

 

A white man who robbed Ohio banks looked so 
convincing in a black-male disguise that an innocent 
man was held. Shown here is a frame from a bank 
surveillance video which shows a white male, 
wearing a mask disguising him as a black man 
while committing a robbery in Springdale, Ohio.  

The costume was so good that six of seven bank 
tellers wrongly identified an African American man 
as the culprit in a photo lineup. 

Masks so realistic they're arresting the wrong guy 



Ever wonder if you are being observed thru a 
two way mirror? There is a simple test to tell. 

 

Place your tip of your finger against the 
reflective surface and if there is a GAP 

between your fingernail and the image of the 
nail, then it is a genuine mirror. However, if 
your fingernail directly touches the image of 

your nail, then BEWARE! It is a 2-way mirror.  

 

Remember: No Space, Leave the Place! 



  Automotive supply stores are selling an air freshener that is also capable 
of detecting Radio Frequency Energy from a cellular phone. When 

activated by RF, a set of lights on the air freshener illuminates. The danger 
is that suspects can use them to see if undercover personnel are wired 
with a body transmitter. Air fresheners of different shapes and sizes are 

being marketed to persons who listen to loud music in their cars and, 
consequently, cannot detect when their cellular phone is ringing. Retail on 

these products is about $6. 

 

 



 

•COP RECORDER : THIS CAN BE ACTIVATED 
WHILE THE PHONE IS IN THE POCKET AND 
RECORD EVERYTHING YOU SAY.    

 

•TRAPSTER : THIS APPLICATION RELIES ON 
USERS TO MARK ON THEIR PHONES WERE 
SPEEDTRAPS ARE.  ONCE UPLOADED, THIS 
INFORMATION WILL ALERT THE OTHER 
TRAPSTER USERS WHEN THEY ARE COMING UP 
ON A SPEED TRAP.  

 

•POLICE ALERT LITE : THIS APPLICATION 
OPERATES OFF OF A SCANNER AND MAPS 
WHERE POLICE OFFICERS ARE HOLDING OUT 
OR RIDING CALLS.  

 

•CALLER ID FAKER : ONCE ENGAGED, YOU 
PUNCH IN THE PHONE NUMBER YOU WANT TO 
CALL AND THEN PUNCH IN THE NUMBERS YOU 
WANT TO SHOW UP ON THE PERSON YOUR 
CALLING’S PHONE.  

 

•DIGITAL SCALE :  CANT FIND A SCALE ON A 
DEALER?  CHECK THE PHONE APPLICATIONS.  



In October 2010, Gang members in the San Francisco 
used a iPhone Police Scanner App to evade local 
police. Most smart phones are being made ready for 
these type of applications, for example, BlackBerry 
cellular phones can also be used to listen to law 
enforcement and EMS dispatch frequencies. 

It should also be noted that 
many internet sites allow for 

police frequencies to be 
monitored, such as 
Scanamerica.us or 

RadioReference.com. 

FBI Bulletin – SFFO 102810 



Minnesota JACA Bulletin – SFFO 111010 

Spoofing is a modification of a caller‟s phone 
number so that it displays a fake number on caller 
ID systems. Numerous smart phone apps are 
available that allow the user to mimic legitimate or 
imaginary phone numbers that can be used to 
deceive law enforcement into responding to false 
requests for service.  
 

The term “Swatting” comes from the use of these 
spoofing applications to maliciously get law 
enforcement to tactically respond to a ficticious 
address for entertainment or harassment 
purposes. 
 

For example, In March 2007, a Washington State 
teenager used a spoofing application to access 
the Orange County, California's 911 emergency 
response system and convinced the sheriff's 
department into storming an area couple's home 
with a heavily armed SWAT team. 



Internet “People Finder” Search engines accumulate publicly available information from 

phone books, social networks, marketing surveys, voter records, court records, magazine 

subscriptions, real estate records, business websites, and other public sources. They index 

third-party data in ways similar to Google and make it available over the internet.  



Vpike.com is a free public internet based photomap search engine. Type in an address and 

you can look at the residence, read license plates, and pan 360 degrees around the location. 



Bing.com offers four 

sided aerial views of 

location 



Georgia Information Sharing and Analysis Center 1110 

In November 2010, a Georgian Utility Company crew discovered a remote controlled 
shotgun system in a remote forested area. The system deployed three shotguns that 

were set up on platforms and linked into a web-accessible camera system that 
allowed the guns to be fired via a internet connection. It is believed the system was 

set-up by illegal poachers. 



     In January 2008, Gang Officers in Vancouver, Canada pulled over a 
fully armored Cadillac Esplande that was being driven by very serious 
and well known local gangsters. The SUV was fully armored from front 
to rear, including firing ports out the back.  At the time, officers had to 

rely upon the regulatory sections of there Motor Vehicle Code to 
secure the vehicle as un-roadworthy.  It was overweight due to the 

armor and the windows did not conform to national standards (they did 
not shatter under pressure/impact). Several similar vehicles have been 

detained by local police.  
 



     In August 2004, Mexican Federal Agents intercepted a specially modified vehicle 
belonging to a Mexican Drug Cartel in Tijuana, Mexico. The Chrysler New Yorker had 
been modified to remote fire a AK-47 rifle from the rear of the trunk. The vehicle was 
also rigged to emit a smoke screen, gasoline and lay down an oil slick. The vehicle 

also contained several hi-powered radios and a police scanner. 

  



     In October 2010, Officers in Houston, Texas discovered a 
Toxic Gas Spray System covertly installed in a 2003 
BMW X5 Sport Utility Vehicle that was being used to 

transport narcotics. The toxic gas (Isopentyl Sulfoxide) 
was stored in two gas cylinders under a rear seat. When 

activated by a secret button near the steering column, 
the gas was released into the air from spray valves 

located in the vehicle wheel wells. Officers believe the 
gas was installed as a countermeasure against K-9 

inpection dogs. 

DEA OSAI Bulletin 1010 

Activation Switch                                     Toxic Gas Cylinders                  1 of 2 spray nozzles        



     In December 2010, a Semi-Trailer Truck was 
found to have spikes embedded in the vehicle 

mirror supports on both the driver and 
passerger side mirrors. The driver said he 
frequently makes deliveries in Mexico and 

mounted the spikes to ward off hijackers. As a 
additional note: two stickers that are 

associated with drug cartels were found on 
the passenger side door; the Ferrari Logo and 

a Grim Reaper (Santa Muerte) symbol.  

EPIC Bulletin 121010 



   Here are two examples of 
weapons that were hidden inside 

prosthetic devices that went 
undiscovered until the suspects 
were booked into jail. Always 
thoroughly inspect alleged 

“artificial prosthetic devices.” 

LASD (0108) 

OAK PARK, IL (0209) 



      GPS tracking devices allow an individual to track the progress of drug and 
currency shipments. In 2008, the DEA conducted a controlled delivery of a 
shipment of marijuana that had a hidden GPS Tracking Device inserted in 
the shipment by the original dope supplier. The dope supplier was able to 

determine the load had been diverted to a DEA Field Office prior to delivery, 
thus tipping off the buyer and the sting was blown. 

 

   These devices often consist of a combination GPS and cell phone and have 
many capabilities including real time notification of GPS location via text 

message or through the cell phone carrier’s website, motion-based reporting 
that allows for immediate notification of unscheduled stops, geo-fencing 

capabilities to notify sources of unscheduled detours. Further, most tracking 
devices do not require a clear view of the sky to transmit GPS locations.  

Tracking Device 



US BORDER PATROL – TUCSON SECTOR 0410 



 In December 2007, a company in Miami began 
marketing athletic shoes that have a GPS tracking 
device embedded in them. The shoe is outfitted 
with a microcomputer with satellite tracking 
communications that, in the event of a perceived 
crisis by the wearer, can activate a covert panic 
alarm locator.  

 

 The alarm generates an emergency signal to the company’s identification monitoring 
station, pinpointing the location of the shoes. That location is then sent to monitoring or 
law enforcement authorities. The shoes cost approximately $350.  

 

 The technology is accurate within 37 feet of the shoes. The transmitter gives real time 
location coordinates using Google Maps and even leaves a breadcrumb trail of where and 
what time the shoes were in a specific location.  

 

 Shoes such as this have obvious legitimate uses, but they may also be used for criminal 
activity. Just as drug kingpins utilize GPS equipped cellular telephones to track the 
movements of their mules and detect law enforcement intervention, this technology may 
be similarly used to track a drug mule who may notify his boss of a law enforcement 
intervention by activating the covert panic alarm. This could be used to summon 
assistance or disrupt further action by law enforcement. 












